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As we have welcomed guests, they often observe that many of our membersrise up and position
themselves around our gathering for prayer as part of our preparation for worship time. Where did this
practice come from and whatdoesitmean?

Many years ago, during a season of time in which we recognized much spiritual harassment, we realized
that it was havingan impact on our ability to fully enterinto worship and praise, as well as seeing some
challengestous beingable to carry out our ministryin SAM. It was about the time that Barb was
studying especially about Nehemiah and his returnto Jerusalem.

Rebuilding the Wall of Jerusalem (Nehemiah 1:1-7:73)

In keeping with ourunderstanding that the Scriptures represent thematicsubjects thatrepeat over
time, and are often propheticof times to come, we saw several parallels forus. We saw the parallel
between the time of return from exile in Babylonand the need torebuild the ancient walls and our
modern day returnto the ancient pathsto come back to Torah and build community around Messiah.

As youreadthe story, you see the many harassments that came againstthe small remnant Nehemiah
was able toinspire to work togetherto accomplish a task seenas too large forany of them, asthey were
more whole heartedly returningto honorthe Elohim of Israel, YHWH. We saw Nehemiah’s repeated
rejection of the interference of Sanballot, Tobiah and Gershom, even to the point of declaring that they
would work with one hand on the sword in orderto continue.

You will find more specificsin our study series, Prepare Messiah's Bride, that will explain further about
our identification with this wall.
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Briefly, there are thirteen Hebrew words that are translated as “wall” and a few Aramaicones, but the
onethatisusedhere, andin otherrelevantplacesis nnin “chowmah.” This type of wall hasto do
with joiningand beingawall of protection. We see the connection goingeven furtherin that the Song
of Solomon usesthe same word, ‘chowmah’ to describe His Bride. We see a connectionthen with being
a wall of protection ourselves, as an ezer knegdo... Thisword is usually translated as “helpmate”
speaking of a wife and hasto do also with beingone who acts as a delivererand speaks forwhatis good
and against whatis bad. We see this as a similarfunction to the chowmah/wall. So, we, ourselves, stand
as a wall to speak forwhat is good and to speak against what is bad.

Thisis the challenge we face, moving toward restoration of all things. We stand with Messiah and
endeavortowalkin His ways though we are seen as “too Jewish” by some, and “too Christian” by
others. We standin recognition of the need for discipleship, personal recovery and maturity for His
peopleinourassembly though many peopledo notrecognize they have need forthese things. We
stand for both Papa’s Torah (teaching of the Word/knowledge) and Mama’s Torah (character
development and maturity)(Proverbs 1:8-9) though Mama’s Torah has been neglected by alarge
portion of Believers. We stand in recognition of the need for both personal and corporate identity and
righteousness though many do not yet recognize that corporate identity is part of the preparation of
Messiahs’ Bride. This small community that desires discipleship and swe et fellowship with our Messiah,
choosesto not allow the encumbrances of life or schemes of the evil one to deter usfrom Him.

We know thatour enemy isnotreally justflesh and blood, but the powers, principalities, thrones,
dominions and spiritual forces of wickedness in high places. Taking our stand around each gathering, on
the proverbial wall-AS the proverbial wall--is a declarationin the heavenly realms that we belong to
YHWH Elohim, that we stand in Messiah Yeshua’s Name and finished work on our behalf, and we intend
to continue working as He directs us while itis yet day, not allowing the interferences of people or
unholy entities to stop us.

Itisa spiritual warfare stance; one that we have been “in training” for over many years. We have a
corporate mind to do thiswork! We do notexpect people whodo notyetunderstand the spiritual
warfare we face to stand with us, nor do we think it wise forsomeone who doesn’t yet understand this
to participate. Aswe teach and encourage, we do expectthatthe time will come when guests who
determine to covenantin relationship with usasa community will becometrained up and will join usin
intercession and declaration as we symbolically represent the chowmah.

4Hear, O our God, for we are despised; turn their reproach on their own heads, and
give them as plunder to a land of captivity! > Do not cover their iniquity, and do not
let their sin be blotted out from before You;, for they have provoked You to anger
before the builders.

6 So we built the wall, and the entire wall was joined together up to half its height,
for the people had a mind to work. Nehemiah 4:4-6



